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Austria – 9 different spatial planning laws 

In Austria, spatial planning lies in the responsibility of the 9 federal states, thus the municipalities play an important role.  

The Austrian Conference on Spatial Planning (ÖROK) provides a cross-state platform under the patronage of the Federal Chancellor, 
which also oversees coordination with the agendas of the European Union. 

 

Structure of the Austrian Spatial Planning on a National level:  

Austrian Spatial Development Concept (ÖREK) 

Federal States: spatial planning programmes/concepts/development programmes, regional spatial planning, sectoral programmes – 
guidance and control function 

Municipal level: Municipal development concepts (Stadtentwicklungskonzept and Örtliches Entwicklungskonzept), zoning plan, 
development plan, but also implementation of Local Agenda 21 
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Styria 

„This  law understands land use planning as the systematic, forward-looking design of an area in pursuance of ensuring sustainable, 
best-possible usage and safeguarding the living environment in the interest of the common good. As such, natural surroundings, 
environmental protection requirements as well as the economic, social, health, and cultural needs of the population, and the unimpeded 
development of the community’s identity are to be taken into account in the context of existing structural conditions. “ 

Styrian Land Use Planning Law StROG  1974 
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What are the legal instruments to shape the city? 
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Urban development concept 
(Stadtentwicklungskonzept): 
Identification of long-term, coordinated development 
objectives for several years ( Steiermark 15 years). 
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Urban development concept, Source: geodaten.graz.at, 

https://www.graz.at/cms/beitrag/10311031/8115447/Online_Karte_Stadtentwicklungskonzept.html 

https://www.graz.at/cms/beitrag/10311031/8115447/Online_Karte_Stadtentwicklungskonzept.html
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Legend, Urban development concept, Source: geodaten.graz.at, 

https://www.graz.at/cms/beitrag/10311031/8115447/Online_Karte_Stadtentwicklungskonzept.html 

https://www.graz.at/cms/beitrag/10311031/8115447/Online_Karte_Stadtentwicklungskonzept.html
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Land use plan (Flächenwidmungsplan): 
Medium-term functional division of the municipal area 
(Steiermark 10 years). 
 
* As the legislation on local spatial planning and the 
related zoning plans in Austria is the responsibility of 
the “land”, there are nine different spatial planning laws, 
each with different provisions regarding the contents 
and presentation of the plans including the wording of 
the ordinances. 
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Land use plan, Source: geodaten.graz.at, https://www.graz.at/cms/beitrag/10295892/8115447/Online_Karte_Flaechenwidmungsplan.html 

https://www.graz.at/cms/beitrag/10295892/8115447/Online_Karte_Flaechenwidmungsplan.html
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Legend, Land use plan, Source: geodaten.graz.at, 

https://www.graz.at/cms/beitrag/10295892/8115447/Online_Karte_Flaechenwidmungsplan.html 

 

https://www.graz.at/cms/beitrag/10295892/8115447/Online_Karte_Flaechenwidmungsplan.html
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Development plan (Bebauungsplan): 
It determines how each plot of land within the building 
land may be built on. In particular, the permissible 
density, construction heights and construction lines as 
well as the course and width of the traffic areas are laid 
down. 
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Development plan, Source: graz.at 
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Baufluchtlinie: 

Linie, in die straßenseitig eine Hauptflucht oder Kante 

eines Bauwerkes zu stellen ist (auch geschoßweise 

festlegbar). 

Baugrenzlinie: 

Linie, die durch oberirdische Teile von Gebäuden nicht 

überschritten werden darf; für Nebengebäude können 

Ausnahmen festgelegt werden (geschoßweise 

festlegbar). 

Straßenflucht-Linie: 

Grenze bestehender oder künftiger öffentlicher 

Verkehrsflächen (Fahrbahnen, öff. Parkplätze, 

Gehsteige, Straßenbegleitgrün, Verkehrsanlagen und –

einrichtungen. 

Bebauungsdichte: 

Verhältnis aus Summe der oberirdischen Geschoß-

flächen bezogen auf die Netto-Grundstücksfläche 

(Mindest-/Höchstwert). 

Bebauungsgrad: 
überbaute Fläche (Projektion des Gebäudes) bezogen 

auf die Netto-Grundstücksfläche (Maximalwert). 

      0,2 – 0,7 

 

      max. 0,4 

 

Development plan: Specifications & representation; definitions from Stmk. Baugesetz (§4) 
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Concept (Leitbild): 
It is understood as a pictorial representation of a spatial 
goal, it is scale-independent and can refer to both a local 
and a regional context. 
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Räumliches Leitbild 1.0, 2020, Stadt Graz https://geodaten.graz.at/WebOffice/synserver?project=STEK-FWP-RLB&client=core&view=1_0_RLB 
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Räumliches Leitbild 1.0, 2020, Stadt Graz https://geodaten.graz.at/WebOffice/synserver?project=STEK-FWP-RLB&client=core&view=1_0_RLB 
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Structural plan (Strukturplan): 
It leads an idea of zoning and organization of the 
planning areas through a presentation of rough 
structures. 1:25000 – 1:5000 
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ECR 2020, Source: stdb 
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Frameworkplan (Rahmenplan): 
It  provides the framework for the future development 
of a quarter. 
1:5000 – 1:2000  
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Framework plan, Source: Smart City Graz: Rahmenplan Smart City 
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Masterplan (Gestaltungsplan): 
The design plan translates the conceptual statements 
into a proposal for a concrete plot. it refers to the actual 
planning area and shows the functional, spatial and 
design principles of the planning.  
1:2000 – 1:1000 
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Masterplan, Source: freiland Umweltconsulting ZT GmbH 
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Urban planning detail (Städtebauliches Detail):  
It shows the design principles. These can be the 
representation of the design qualities of open space as 
well as the transitions between private and public 
spaces. 

cc 



145 Institut für Städtebau 

28.05.21 Dr. Eva Schwab 

Source: freiland Umweltconsulting ZT GmbH 
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Source: Atelier für Architektur Thomas Pilz Christoph Schwarz ZT GmbH 
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Quality plan: 
A plan, drawn up as a supplement to the master plan 
that usually focuses on functional qualities, that 
describes the image quality to be pursued. This is done 
by, among other things, indicating the spatial 
characteristics of landscape, buildings, landscape 
structures, elements to be anticipated and the 
references images to be used.  
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Die Instrumente des Städtebaus: Vision + Wirklichkeit 

Partitur des öffentlichen Raums - Planungshandbuch 

Johannes Fiedler 

Wien 3420 Aspern Development AG (ed)  

Gehl Architects ApS 
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Source: Fiedler, Johannes : Die Instrumente des Städtebaus: Vision+Wirklichkeit. Partitur des öffentlichen Raums, Wien 2009, p.23f 
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Source: Fiedler, Johannes : Die Instrumente des Städtebaus: Vision+Wirklichkeit. Partitur des öffentlichen Raums, Wien 2009, p.25f 
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Source: Fiedler, Johannes : Die Instrumente des Städtebaus: Vision+Wirklichkeit. Partitur des öffentlichen Raums, Wien 2009, p.41f 
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Source: Fiedler, Johannes : Die Instrumente des Städtebaus: Vision+Wirklichkeit. Partitur des öffentlichen Raums, Wien 2009, p.43f 
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Source: Fiedler, Johannes : Die Instrumente des Städtebaus: Vision+Wirklichkeit. Partitur des öffentlichen Raums, Wien 2009, p.45f 
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Source: Fiedler, Johannes : Die Instrumente des Städtebaus: Vision+Wirklichkeit. Partitur des öffentlichen Raums, Wien 2009, p.47f 
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Source: Fiedler, Johannes : Die Instrumente des Städtebaus: Vision+Wirklichkeit. Partitur des öffentlichen Raums, Wien 2009, p.49f 
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Source: Fiedler, Johannes : Die Instrumente des Städtebaus: Vision+Wirklichkeit. Partitur des öffentlichen Raums, Wien 2009, p.51f 
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Source: Fiedler, Johannes : Die Instrumente des Städtebaus: Vision+Wirklichkeit. Partitur des öffentlichen Raums, Wien 2009, p.53f 
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Source: Fiedler, Johannes : Die Instrumente des Städtebaus: Vision+Wirklichkeit. Partitur des öffentlichen Raums, Wien 2009, p 
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Source: Fiedler, Johannes : Die Instrumente des Städtebaus: Vision+Wirklichkeit. Partitur des öffentlichen Raums, Wien 2009, p.57 


